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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Mission Statement
The Town Council is seeking to develop a strategy for the phased upgrading of its three playgrounds to
provide modern, fit-for-purpose facilities for the current and next generation of Wetherby children.
Wetherby
Wetherby Town Council owns and maintains most of the parks and open, green space recreational facilities
in Wetherby, West Yorkshire.
The Town Council’s portfolio includes three children’s equipped play areas:
• King George’s Field (Scaur Bank).
• Masons Field.
• Nidd Approach.
The Town Council has an in-house maintenance team responsible for the routine inspection and maintenance
of these sites. Some of the oldest items of equipment at King George’s Field date back to the 1960s although
new sites and equipment have been added since then and pieces are replaced or added on an ad hoc basis
as required.
Neighbourhood Plan
The strategy to upgrade the Town Council’s play areas falls within two of the key objectives of the emerging
Wetherby Neighbourhood Plan:
• To encourage inclusive access for local people to the range of facilities and services that they need.
• To provide new and diverse education, leisure and recreational activities for all ages.
Funding
The Town Council is seeking to take a phased approach to the project – see overleaf.
There are several reasons for this, including securing the funding which will be required for the new
equipment.
The Town Council has some funds available for use in the 2017/18 financial year, but would be seeking to
maximise the benefit of this money by using it as match-funding. It is likely that this would be the approach
taken over the next financial years.
A number of sites in and near Wetherby have either been granted planning permission for new housing, are
the subject of live planning applications, or are likely to be allocated for future developments through Leeds
City Council’s Local Plan.
This means that there will be an increase in the number of children living in the town, as well as the potential
for the Council to receive Community Infrastructure Levy funding.
Having a playground upgrade strategy and preferred supplier in place means that the Council will be well
positioned to take advantage of funding as and when it becomes available.
Suppliers are asked to be mindful of the proposed timetable and that the project will take place over several
financial years. The Town Council recognises that quotations will have a finite lifespan and will need updating
as the project progresses.
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PROJECT PLAN
The project began when two, much loved, items of equipment needed removing from King George’s Bank in
quick succession. As it became apparent that this site needed updating, requests for new equipment at other
locations were also received.
The Town Council has subsequently sought feedback from children, teenagers and adults in the Wetherby
community to find out what they would like in their playgrounds. The results of this preliminary research is
included in this brief and should be used to inform designs and propose pieces of equipment.
62% of respondents to our community survey were either ‘not very’ or ‘not at all’ satisfied with the playgrounds
in Wetherby and a child at Crossley Street Primary School summed up the situation when they said that “the
playgrounds in Wetherby are old and a bit boring.”
Project Stages
We are currently at the first two stages of the list below:
• Meet equipment suppliers on site to discuss design brief and requirements.
• Receive preliminary designs and quotations from suppliers for all priorities.
• Consult on the preliminary designs with the community and Councillors.
• Town Council’s Property Committee to select a preferred supplier.
• Work with preferred supplier to refine preliminary designs using the results of the second consultation.
• Secure funding for and proceed with improvements to, King George’s Field (Scaur Bank).
• Proceed with other improvements in line with the agreed priorities and as funding allows.
Priorities
1. King George’s Field (Scaur Bank):
• Fence around new, extended play area.
• Remove and existing equipment, other than pyramid net.
• Install new key pieces, with potential for adding additional items in due course.
2. Nidd Approach
• Provide multi-functional equipment to improve play provision.
3. Masons Field
• Replace fence around existing boundary.
• Remove some existing equipment if necessary.
• Provide new, key items of equipment to rejuvenate site.
4. Nidd Approach & Masons Field
• Provision of sports equipment / sports walls to extend recreational opportunities at these sites.
5. King George’s Field (Scaur Bank)
• Complete implementation of design.
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KING GEORGE’S FIELD / SCAUR BANK
Location

•
•
•
•

LS22 6SD
Accessed from Linton Road.
Pedestrian access from Scaur Bank Steps.
Vehicle access available.

Current Condition Assessment
The site comprises of 2 sets of swings, 2 flat & 2 cradle, 1 large cone climber, 1 springy, although all is safe
and serviceable, the swing frames are quite old and need to be considered for renewal, the cone climber is
considerably newer, seems in good condition and can give good play value to quite a few children at the
same time.
There is no item of equipment that can be considered as inclusive or that would allow play for children with
differing abilities, the existing site is fenced in timber not in good condition the fence is leaning in some areas
and will be in need of repair in the not too distant future.
The safety surface is wood chip fill, which is not ideal for children with balance difficulties, but given the site
is prone to flooding, probably this type of surfacing is best suited to these conditions.
Constraints
• Site prone to flooding:
➢ New equipment must be made of materials which will resist water damage.
➢ Safety surfacing must be water resistant or easily replaceable (e.g. bark).
• No overlooking neighbours.
• Site prone to vandalism.
• Pyramid net to remain.
Opportunities
• Potential to increase size of play area, with suggested
boundary shown in sketch.
• Site could become a destination playground.
• Aged equipment, other than pyramid net, can be replaced.
• Provision of picnic tables / street furniture.
Suggested budget - £60,000 for play equipment.
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MASONS FIELD
Location

•
•
•

LS22 6JT
Accessed from Hallfield Lane.
Good vehicle and pedestrian access.

Current Condition Assessment
This site comprises of 2 sets of swings, 1 flat (1 missing) & 2 cradle, 1 junior multi play unit, 1 toddler play
unit with slide, 2 springies and a zip wire. The area seems safe and serviceable.
The swing frames are old and in need of replacement, likewise the two multi play units, they offer little in the
way of play value by comparison with more modern equipment. No item could be considered as inclusive,
that would allow good play for children with differing abilities.
Consideration to be given to retaining the zip wire, provided the timber elements are not rotten, particular
attention needs to be paid to the timber legs at the point of entry where they touch the ground. The existing
site is timber fenced, not in the best of conditions, work will be required in the not too distant future to maintain
this, the existing footprint inside the fenced area is quite large and under used in terms of equipment, more
equipment could be added easily if configured differently and still be in compliance with the standards.
The safety surfacing is wood chip loose fill. It is recommended that consideration be given to changing this
to another form of safer surfacing if the play area were to be re-furbished.
Constraints
• Site prone to vandalism.
• Heavy usage of site due to proximity to residential areas and schools.
• Aerial runway to be retained.
Opportunities
• Removal of road side hedge across entire site boundary and replacement with round top metal fence.
• Willing to consider removal of perimeter fence to allow free flow play across entire site.
• Space within existing site to add new play equipment.
• Potential to add sports or other informal recreation type equipment in open space outside of playground
perimeter e.g. games wall.
• Town centre location gives opportunity for a centre-piece playground.
• Some existing equipment may be retained in situ or moved within the site.
• Provision of picnic tables / street furniture.
Suggested budget - £60,000 for play equipment.
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NIDD APPROACH
Location

•
•
•

LS22 7UJ
Accessed from Nidd Approach.
Good vehicle and pedestrian access available.

Current Condition Assessment
This is a small site that is considered to serve the local community only, it comprises of 1 set of swings, 2 flat
& 2 cradle and 1 slide; in short a very basic play area.
The equipment is old with little play value, again no item could be considered as inclusive, grass matting
safety surfaced with no fence separating it from the rest of the small open grass area.
Constraints
• Open space area to be retained for informal recreation, forcing a linear approach to playground design.
• Existing equipment to be retained.
Opportunities
• Additional equipment to increase play opportunities in a predominantly residential area.
• Provision of new, multi-functional equipment to optimise the use of space.
• Potential to provide other sports equipment (e.g. a games / sports wall) to increase use of space.
Suggested budget - £20,000 for play equipment.
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CONSULTATION FEEDBACK
Consultations Undertaken
All schools in Wetherby were asked to assist with obtaining preliminary feedback to help the Town Council
to design new playgrounds and when choosing new items of play equipment.
Detailed feedback was received from Crossley Street Primary School and St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School.
Year 7 and 8 students at Wetherby High School completed an online survey as part of their IT lessons.
The Town Council has also sought feedback from all sectors of the community by promoting an online survey
through its newsletter, social media and at the King George’s Field site.
Feedback has come in a variety of formats including comments, pictures and responses to surveys. In total,
the views of 318 people have been received and should be taken in to account when putting forward
proposals and designs for the Council’s consideration.
Key Themes
The overarching themes of the responses received was a desire for equipment which is:
• Modern – “Make them modern, fun but safe.”
• Exciting – “The current parks are old, small and not very exciting (dangerous)!”
• Challenging – “Provide greater variety of challenges and equipment for fun and enjoyment.”
• Innovative – “Have a variety of imaginative equipment, not just swings and slides. It needs to be
equipment that several children can be on at once so they are not waiting for a turn.”
• Safe, secure and vandal resistant – “Keeping it clean, tidy and everything in working order is the most
important factor for me.”
Feedback from all age ranges expressed a desire for different equipment to be provided for different age
groups at each site.
Examples of feedback received on this point include:
• “Make sure they are safe and family friendly, so maybe a kids’ playground and a toddlers’ because
when bigger children are playing toddlers might get in the way.”
• Have equal amounts of play equipment for the younger children i.e. 2-6 and the older ones i.e. 7-11.
• “We need parks that are good for all ages and, as children get older, things that are more challenging
and things that more than one person can go on, so they have to work together. Maybe a section for
younger kids and separate section for older kids. My son is 14 and my daughter 8 but there isn’t a lot
for either of them in our parks.”
• “More equipment for toddlers please!”
• “Make an older place because it’s all for little people.”
• “Bigger, more challenging playgrounds, with smaller ones next to it for siblings.”
• “Make the playgrounds have a divide for young toddlers and older children.”
Responses from both children and adults also indicated a desire to ensure that the Council’s playgrounds
are fully inclusive:
• “Create an inclusive playground which will become a resource to families with children with
disabilities.”
• “I think there should be more access for the disabled.”
Equipment that is inclusive and accessible for all children was the most important feature in a playground
to respondents of our community survey.
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Key Stage 1 Feedback (Ages 4-7)
What is in your perfect playground (interpreted from drawings)?
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Key Stage 2 Feedback (Ages 7-11)
What are your favourite things to do in a playground?

Climbing Dangling Swinging Exercising Sliding

Role Play Relaxing Crawling

What is your favourite playground equipment?

Other Feedback (summary of feedback).
• Make the playgrounds more adventurous.
• Big slides that are easier to get to.
• Have scarier equipment.
• Get more bins, better seating.
• More climbing walls.
• New equipment and more dangling, climbing and swinging.
• Make sure there are climbing things.
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Key Stage 3 Feedback (Ages 11-15)
Do you still visit playgrounds?

Yes

No

What do you use playgrounds for?

Meeting
friends.

Playing on
equipment.

Relaxing.

Exercising.

Is there any special equipment that you would like us to put in our playgrounds for you to use
(summary of responses)?
• High places that you can climb up.
• Climbing frame.
• Trampolines.
• Rope swings.
• Swings.
• Zip wire.
• Places to sit.
• High slides for older kids.
• Towers.
• Sports equipment / football posts.
• Nothing, I would just chat with my mates • Gymnastics equipment.
• Exercise equipment.
• Monkey bars that I won’t fall off.
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Community Feedback
When we put new equipment in our playgrounds what activities should they encourage?

What would be the most important thing for us to do with the playgrounds in Wetherby
(selection of responses)?
• Improve them so that they appeal to all ages of children.
• Create safe spaces for children to run around in and for parents and carers to supervise.
• Upgrade the outdated equipment, and surround with some good picnic areas.
• Plan for longevity and durability, use inviting materials and suitable grounds / floors that
can be easily kept up. Metal is cold and uninviting especially in winter, grass is dirty and
wet, concrete is hard etc.
• More climbing opportunities for younger children.
• Adventure play – look at rock climbing, mounds of grass that the kids can roll down,
bouldering etc.
• More choice of equipment in them for children.
• At the moment the playgrounds don’t have equipment that covers all age groups. What I’d
like to see is a big playground … with lots of wooden playground equipment and obstacle
courses. Maybe even a den building area? Oh, don’t forget the zip wire!
• Safety is paramount to me. Nothing heads can get caught in. Things they can dangle from
terrify me in that way.
• Update the equipment, many of the playgrounds have basic, outdated equipment. A clean
safe environment for children to play and learn in.
• New equipment, better surfacing, wider range of equipment.
• Fire proof them.
• Make them larger with more facilities for a variety of ages and a bright vibrant place for
young children.
• To be visible to the public. Safe and hard-wearing equipment. Secure. Equipment and
space for all ages.
• Benches for parents to sit at, plenty of rubbish bins.
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DRAWN DESIGNS
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