
 

MINUTES OF THE  

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  
HELD AT 7PM ON 23rd MAY 2019 IN  

THE TOWN HALL, MARKET PLACE, WETHERBY 

 

Page 1 of 2 
2018 Annual Town Meeting – Minutes Chair’s Initials:_____ 

 

Present:  Town Councillors Cllr N Harrington 
     Cllr N Kanabar 
     Cllr D Frame  
     Cllr R V Hawkins 
     Cllr A Lamb 
     Cllr J Maltby 
     Cllr G Moss (Mayor of Wetherby) 
     Cllr C Mulhall 
     Cllr N O’Byrne 
     Cllr R Stephenson 
 
     Iona Taylor (Town Clerk) 

PC Tom Goringe (West Yorkshire Police) – until after item 1 
      
     6 members of the public.  

 
Councillor Galan Moss, Mayor of Wetherby, welcomed all those present to the meeting.  

 
1. Crime and policing in Wetherby.  

The meeting received a presentation from PC Tom Goringe, Wetherby Ward Manager on crime and 
policing in this area.  
 
The crime statistics for the past year showed that there were 1,618 crimes recorded in the Wetherby 
ward over the 2018/19 year. 107,501 were recorded across the Leeds district as a whole, where there 
were 0.13 crimes / head, compared to 0.08 crimes / head in Wetherby.  
PC Goringe also compared statistics between the Wetherby (1618 crimes) and Otley / Yeadon wards 
(1720 crimes).  
 
PC Goringe reminded attendees of the ways in which they can report crimes, including new facilities 
such as ‘live chat’ on the www.westyorkshire.police.uk website, and receive alert bulletins by registering 
at www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk  
 
The new format for the monthly Wetherby ward PACT meetings (Police And Communities Together) 
was also revealed. These are held on the second Tuesday of each month at the start of each Town 
Council meeting at 7pm in Wetherby Methodist Church. It is proposed that they be re-vamped and 
promoted to encourage public attendance and participation.  
As well as the monthly crime update there will now be an opportunity for both Councillors and members 
of the public to ask questions, as well as input from the police on a different subject each month. The 
first three months will cover holiday crime prevention (11th June), cybercrime awareness (9th July) and 
burglary and home security (13th August).  
 
It was noted that Wetherby PCSOs attend the Methodist Church Coffee Shops each Wednesday, 
subject to operational requirements.  
 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Town Councillors Sam Bennett, Paul Bradley and Harry Chapman and 
from Margaret Dabell, Chair of Wetherby in Bloom.  
 
 
 

http://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/
http://www.wypcommunityalert.co.uk/
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3. Minutes of the last meeting.  
After being proposed by Councillor Norma Harrington and seconded by Councillor Victor Hawkins, it 
was agreed that the minutes of the last Annual Town Meeting, held on 31st May 2018, be approved as 
a true record and signed by the Mayor.  
 

4. Matters arising from the minutes - none.  
 

5. Wetherby Town Council’s Annual Report 2019 
Councillor Moss reviewed the work of the Town Council over the past year. Highlights included:  

• Councillors serving throughout the year.  

• The Mayoral function. 

• The outcome of the Town Council’s 2018/19 action plan.  

• The work undertaken to review the Council’s scheme of delegation and committee structure.  

• Ongoing management of the Council’s property portfolio, including completion of the playground 

improvement project, opening of the Devil’s Toenail bike park and adoption of a tree maintenance 

and inspection policy. 

• Deployment of a best-in-class public wi-fi network in the town centre, offering speeds of up to 1gb 

per second.  

• The ongoing work of Welcome to Wetherby to promote the town and encourage visitors, including 

a successful ‘Whole Town Open Day’ on 13th October 2018. 

• Awarding the Jubilee Award to 11-year-old Charles Thompson from St. Joseph’s Primary School 

for his desire to serve people through his actions.   

A copy of the Council’s Annual Report was made available to those attending this meeting and is also 

available from the Town Hall or online at www.wetherby.co.uk 

 

6. Questions or comments from electors of Wetherby.  
a) Railings – Garden of Rest 

A representative of the Old Men’s Parliament spoke about the poor condition of the railings along 
the front boundary of the Garden of Rest.  
It was noted that this is a matter for the Town Council’s Property Committee to consider, but that 
temporary repairs have previously been carried out to keep the railings safe. It might be that this is 
a project for the Council to include in its 2020/21 action plan.  
 

b) Vacancies on Wetherby Town Council 
The Town Clerk outlined the process which would be followed in the event of a vacancy occurring 
on the Town Council. It was noted that membership of a political party is not a requirement for 
becoming a Councillor.  
 

c) Planning Consent 17/01897 land at Harrogate Road, Stockeld, Wetherby 
Information was requested as to whether the Town Council would contribute to the cost of a judicial 
review against the awarding of this planning permission. It was noted that this hasn’t yet been 
discussed, but that the appropriate forum would be a Town Council meeting.   
 

7. Any other business – none.  
 

The meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Iona Taylor, Town Clerk. 
 
SIGNED:   ...........................................................................................  (Chair) 
 
DATE:  ...........................................................................................  
   

http://www.wetherby.co.uk/

